Gordon Banks interviewed by Nick Walker for the History of Parliament in 2024:
When polling stations close at 10 o’clock […] Then you’ve got to think about getting yourself to the count, you’ve got a certain amount of counting agents who are allowed at the count […] We presented ourselves, we all got changed: shirts, red ties, suits – to the count. […] It’s natural for candidates not to go to the count until they’re called to the count by their campaign team. I wasn’t having any of that, I was at the count immediately […] I did that in all my elections.  

Phyllis Starkey interviewed by Dr Emmeline Ledgerwood for the History of Parliament in 2024:
The first thing they do is they basically tip the boxes out and just count the number of votes. At that point, when you’re observing the count […] They open them out, and lay them on the table. So when you’re actually standing behind the person at the count […] At that point you can obviously begin to get a feel for the way it’s going […] As the person is getting these out, laying them out, flattening them and getting them the right way around, you can count in your head as they go past which ones are Labour and which ones – so you get a percentage, a rough percentage. You’re interested as a local activist in knowing which box it came from because you know then which ward it is and you can see […] Because you know where it’s from, you know what you should expect and you can therefore tell whether you’re doing better than expected or worse than expected.   

David Sumberg interviewed by Connie Jeffery for the History of Parliament in 2023:
I didn’t know what was going to happen […] We’d had the results of two seats in the North East, Sunderland seats, they always declare first […] But I remember seeing these results, and of course Labour – in those days of course Labour won them, but the majority was just not very big. And so as I drove down there I thought, ‘I wonder. I wonder if….’ But then of course we heard that these Lancashire seats I mentioned before had all gone to Labour. So I thought you know I am going to lose.. I’ll never forget seeing, when the gap eventually became 788, which is very small, you see those votes piling up. It’s very difficult to tell who is ahead when you’re that close. But when I looked at the piles as they advanced […] I was always just a few […]just a few ahead. That was a great moment to win. I found I’d won against the odds basically […] To have held it against a good candidate, it had been a hard fight, it had been a nervous fight.  

Jackie Ballard, interviewed by Eleanor O'Keefe for the History of Parliament in 2014:
It was clear to me when they opened the ballot boxes and did the first count that I had lost. I mean I lost numerically by maybe 150 or something, but they obviously had to have a recount because it was so close. So we had to go to that process of recounting. Then it was still close, they were talking about having another recount and then I had party headquarters on the phone to me saying “it’s still on live television, have another recount, because we don't want your result to come through on live television.” This is like three or four o’clock in the morning, and you’re completely exhausted, you’ve been up since six o’clock the previous morning, you know you’ve lost.

Eileen Gordon, interviewed by Isobel White for the History of Parliament in 2018:
In ‘97 it was just amazing. [...] Oh we knew we’d win. [...] I remember coming back from the count and when we got to our headquarters they’d put all fairy lights up and they were playing Come On Eileen [laughs]. […] They were a wonderful bunch of people, in fact we had a reunion last year. [...] So wee had, we had a party. It was incredible. 

